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4 Another difficulty at present existing, is that felt in <nvino- advice to a pupil as to the quantity of subjects ho should undertake, the preparation he should make for the Schools, (fee. It is only, of course, by observing a number of persons, seeing how long they went on attending [or not attending—J. H. K] to fresh subjects, and when they began to concentrate their attention, that we can form any rule for our guidance in giving such advice.
5. As regards the men themselves. It is a great advantage to them to know whereabouts they are in their academical life. Many respectable men spend a great deal of time in study during the early part of their residence ; but, postponing perhaps an accurate attention to scholarship, or the reconsideration of what they have done, suddenly find themselves without time for so doing. Were there a larger number who went on together, they would be in a certain degree a chock upon one another.
6. Were more men brought together, a greater degree of stimulus would be given to them. If a man fincta himself inferior to one who came up before him, he does not think of referring it to any deficiency in exertion.
The thing cannot be effected immediately, though I don't see why it should not be done next year. The temporary inconvenience of the men cannot weigh against their own permanent good, which is the object proposed.
If anything of this kind is to be done, it would be advisable, perhaps, to suggest it to the Provost [Hawkins], that, if approved by him, it might be submitted to the absent Fellows, who, as owners of rooms, are interested in it.
BEV. J". BLANCO WHITE TO REV. J. H. NEWMAN,
September 11, 1828.
I desired the Provost to acquaint you with tho mental squall which has for the twentieth time driven me out of my intended course. I was quietly paddling across a little pool of Greek and Latin, just to land my pupil in the Schools* ou the lee side of the infamous scopuli,* at the mouth of that longed-for haven, when in an unguarded moment I wan blown off into the broad and tempestuous sea of Reviews, exposed to the attacks of the ' genus irritabile/ both largo monsters and small fry, which take their pastime therein. Was it 1 'Infames scopulos Acroceraunia,' Hor, Od, I. iii. 20.l tho world to EIim!n.*tti (hi** <ijitt#ht<<r)f         timvt4i<M-l round it in a chair many miltV In thv             tif tlm yaiin
